
ounsel who have mediated cases
with Steve Mehta often note

that he embodies this mantra:

"Nothing is impossible. The
impossible only takes a little longer."

In fact, from the outset of a
mediation with Steve Mehta, the
parties report that they begin to
realize that there is hope of resolving
the dispute, even when the parties'
history had shown otherwise.
Veterans say that this hope not only
comes from Steve's natural abilities
to get the parties moving towards
resolution, but also from his
enduring patience, persistence and
objectivity.

"Hope is contagious," Mehta says.

Even in his youth, Steve understood
the art of creative problem-solving in
the negotiation environment. For
example, in seventh grade, he and his
fellow students all liked bubble gum.
However, most of the children did
not want to buy a whole pack of gum
while on limited allowances. Steve
listened to his audience. He
immediately created a bubble-gum
business where he negotiated bulk
discounts and sold deeply-
discounted individual pieces of gum
to students.

"This business was the first of many
ventures where I applied my ability
to identify needs and create result-

oriented solutions," Mehta says.

As a busy trial attorney, long before
he became a mediator, his fellow
attorneys recognized his talents as a
negotiator and often sought his
assistance as negotiating counsel to
help arrive at creative settlements.

"After several of these experiences, it
was clear to me that my raison d'etre
was to be a mediator," Mehta says.

Steve's drive and determination to
find creative solutions is an asset that
he uses in mediation on a regular
basis.

"Every mediation will eventually
have some sort of an impasse,"
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Mehta says. "The trick is to find a
creative way to keep the ball rolling
after the impasse has arrived."

Mehta prides himself on being able
to detect motivations below the
surface for many mediation
participants.

"The parties want to settle," Mehta
says. "They just need a way to get
there without losing face."

Mehta has worked for many years on
both the plaintiff and defense sides,
offering a unique understanding of
important issues that plague each
side during mediations. He applies
that knowledge to help both sides
arrive at a fair resolution.

Attorneys who have mediated with
Steve routinely express appreciation
at encountering Steve's impartial
approach to mediation.

Robert French, a personal injury
attorney in Los Angeles, has
mediated with Mehta and was
pleased with the experience.

"Mr. Mehta, without a doubt, is an
extremely effective mediator," French
says. "He was fair to both sides and
helped settle a case we had not been
able to do for a very long time."

French says he was particularly
impressed with Mehta's approach to
resolution.

"He suggested several approaches

that ultimately proved successful in
bridging the gap between the
parties," French says.

Both plaintiff and defense attorneys
credit Steve's seemingly inexhaustible
patience as a key ingredient in a
successful mediation.

"[I was] absolutely amazed with [his]
patience and persistence," Los
Angeles litigation attorney Barrak
Isaacs says. "I never thought it could
be done."

Other counsel echo the sentiment
that Steve can settle the "un-
settleable." One counsel referred to
Mehta as a "miracle worker" after an
extremely difficult mediation.

"[Mehta's] great skills as a
mediator...explain his higher than
average success rate," Los Angeles
defense attorney Danielle Roshala
says, indicating that miracles have
nothing to do with his success.

In discussing difficult cases that were
seemingly impossible to resolve,
Steve offered one of his favorite
examples. The plaintiff claimed an
injury from a dog bite and the
defendant was uninsured. From the
beginning, the defendant stated
resolutely that he would not pay
"one red cent" to the plaintiff. This
lasted for over three hours.

"Three hours and ten minutes later,
he gave one red cent," Mehta says.
"And soon after, the case settled for a

sum that was fair to both sides."

According to Mehta, his mediation
style is similar to his approach to
photography.

"I often see the makings of a great
photo and I'll wait for the right
circumstances to frame it in the
proper context," Mehta says. "In
mediation, I also see the potential for
a work of art and slowly help put the
pieces in place to create the right
context for a beautiful settlement."

Mehta says that participants in his
mediations can clearly see that he
loves what he does.

"Mediation is my calling in life,"
Mehta says. "From early on, I knew
that I would use my negotiation
skills to make a difference."

He considers himself lucky to be able
to pursue such a satisfying career.

"People always say that you should
do what you love to do and the rest
will follow," Mehta says. "Well, I get
to do what I love to do, every day."

Steve's passion also results in
successful mediations.

"[B]efore I came to [Steve Mehta's]
mediation, I was convinced that I
would have to try the case to have a
resolution," Los Angeles attorney
Robert Kum says. "After seeing Mr.
Mehta work, I was convinced he can
mediate anything."
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